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ABSTRACT: This paper discusses the historic legend of Confucius going to see Laozi to inquire about rituals. Image of
this event is often seen in pictorial carvings on building blocks of the Han stone gates memorial halls and tombs in the middle
and lower Yellow and Yangtze river valleys including Shandong Jiangsu Henan Shaanxi and Sichuan provinces. Nonethe—
less this theme rarely appeared in Han tomb murals. In recent years however archaeologists have found several Han tombs
containing murals on the subject. The beautiful colors smooth lines and accurate shapes show highly accomplished Han art—

ists and their work. All bear strong characteristics of that period.
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